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A Film by Roger Spottiswoode

Hannah visits her dying father in Canada - only to find
herself on a more revealing journey of her parents past.
Together they fulfill her father's lifelong ambition of
travelling to Israel to visit Canada Park, a pleasant
recreational area within the West Bank, which they had
contributed to as a Jewish family many years earlier.

But behind its apparent tranquility lies a true story of
destruction and inhumanity; of Palestinian villages and lives
razed to the ground, of Canadian Jews funding their
Promised Land from afar at another peoples cost. Hannah'’s
journey leads her to a young Palestinian, Rashid, whose
father's grave lies covered over by the Jewish idyll. Back in
Canada, re-united with her old friend, the journalist Nick, she
discovers the Jewish National Fund, a land scheme that
appears to the young idealistic Hannah to go against all UN
and Government agreements. How will Hannah ultimately
reconcile her love of her parents, with her new knowledge of
their willing participation in a scheme she believes unjust.

On June 5th, 1967, a unit of the Israel Defense Forces occupied the
West Bank villages of Imwas, Beit Nuba and Yalu. The inhabitants
offered no resistance. On June the 7th, on the orders of Yitzhak
Rabin, then Chief of Staff of Israel’s armed forces, the IDF began the
destruction and the ethnic cleansing of the villages.

Many of the dispossessed were driven towards Ramallah. According
to eye-witnesses, eighteen old or disabled men in Beit Nuba, who
were unable or unwilling to leave when ordered to, were buried
under the rubble of their homes. The ten thousand inhabitants of
Imwas, Yalu and Beit Nuba were made refugees.

In 1973, Bernard Bloomfield, then president of the JNF (Jewish National
Fund) of Canada, started a campaign to raise $15 million to establish a
recreation area for the Jewish residents of Jerusalem and Tel-Aviv.
Canada Park was developed on the site of the destroyed villages.
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